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Our goal in discipleship is to experience;  

The love of our God and King (UP); 

Ongoing transformation as Kingdom citizens (IN); 

Life as Kingdom service (OUT); 

together, in Christ, by the Spirit. 

 

What is God saying to you? 

 

1) Read Nehemiah 4:7-15.  Having returned from exile, 

Nehemiah and the people experienced fruitlessness while 

rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  As you read this 

passage what are the causes of fruitlessness that jump out 

at you? These may be things that you feel (you’ve felt) or 

you’ve overcome.   

 

2) How have these causes of fruitlessness contributed to the 

way you feel about your work/vocations/callings?   

 

3) Read Nehemiah 5:1-9.  In addition to fruitlessness, Nehemiah and the people are 

hindered by their own selfishness.  Where do you see yourself? Do you identify with 

those who are distraught with the selfishness of those who should be their 

allies?  Do you identify with those using power for their own benefit?  Are you a 

mediator/bystander frustrated by the whole situation?   

 

4) How has the selfishness you experience, exhibit yourself or observe affected the way 

you feel about your work/vocation/calling? How do you see it affecting those around 

you? 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Guidelines: 

 Participate honestly. Your 

questions and opinions are 

valued. 

 Keep each comment to 2-3 min. 

Allow others to make comments 

before weighing in again. 

 Try to participate for most 

questions, but everyone has the 

right to pass. 

 Try to stay on topic.   

 We are here to support one 

another, not “fix” one another. 

 Speak the truth in love, growing 

in every way more and more like 

Christ (Ephesians 4:15). 

 What is shared in the group stays 

in the group. 

 



How do you need to respond? 

 

1) Sin is the cause of the brokenness in our world.  We will live with this reality until 

Christ returns.  God did not remove the fruitlessness or selfishness for Nehemiah and 

the people. They needed to trust God and carry on with their work.  Take some time 

to acknowledge the brokenness that you live with in your 

work/vocation/calling.  Acknowledge your need for God to sustain and guide as we 

live and work in a broken world.  Pray together to experience God’s presence, 

discernment and guidance as you are experiencing this brokenness.  


